NNNNNNNNNNN




THE. - PEN 1S MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD !
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1666 And A11 That

The time has come, the Sturaesman said, to talk of many things. Of
Normans and of Saxons and the show at Battle Abbey! Now, don’t start
zayimng "That’s not until October, we've got plenty of time yet" ‘cos
WL ain‘t. From today, lst August, vou’'ve got exactly 18 Saturdays to
go. And most of us are going to spend 2 of those at the major cshows at
Flag Fen and Stamford EBridge. There is supposed to be a kit guide sent
out some time soon, but I think that’s leaving it a bit late, sao I‘ve
put%together this one Just for us!

I make no excuses for sticking to stereotypss. We ares putting on a
show and both EH and the public Tike to have clearly ildentifiable
sidese. Therefore, ALL Normans have kite shields, and ALL the ‘Dane-
axes’ are on the Saxon side.

COBTUME GUIDELINE'S. We are going ag a mixed unit of Norman
rogtsoldiers and archers {(see fig.l) . The basic costume is the same
for all warriors, with Steve and I wearing gambssons as the unit
Sergants. Items i - & beiow are mandatory, Y - 11 are advisory.

i TUNIC- Must be plain, knee-length, and made of wool or linen.

2. sEDU » These must be either woollen or linen and worn with leg
: ‘uttees’ below) . ' .

be worn by 211 those on the field. They must
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; the Normans were famous for their haircuts, I will buw
a drink for anyone who turns up with a proper one. The rest of you
must make a serious attempt to hide any long hair. The best
solution is to tuck it up into your helmet.

=y Qa,ubed knot—-work on

S SH”““ hese are strongly advised as Battle Abbey ig a weix~$now'
{Ask anvorme from Y/ Draig!)
id.

may he of virtually any sice, shape or colour but
discarded before the combat starts.



11. Those who‘éfFég&y Habévbadded jacks’ar may’wééﬁ‘them'bdf they
ghould not be made especially for this event. Any that reach below
the hip should be split front and rear.

FUTTEES. These are a strip of material, about 8ft. by 4in, wound
tightly round the leg from the ankle to the knee where they are tied
off or pinned. Done properly they look very effective and will keep
your legs warm. Done badly, they slip down and keep Just vour ankles
warm until you fall over them ! Woollen bindings are far less likaely
to slip than linen or cotton.

OROERS. Most of the watching crowd know the history of this battle and
we must recreate it accurately. In 1990 we advanced in two ranks, with
those in chainmail in the front. In order to make the combat lTast
tanger, first the front ramk attacked, then the second rank rel leved
them, thsn the front rang attacked again then the second rank asttacked
again and then the whols unit retreated back down the hill. Therefore
yvou must listen for the commands Steve and I will be giving.

ADVANCE @ move up the hill in close order. Do not engage the enemy .
CHARGE @ move forward guickly {(passing through friends in front if

necessary) and engagse the enemy.
RETIRE : fall back about 1Zm, reform on the standard, and let the
other rank do the fighting
: fall back to our start line in good orde
Y i RUN back to our -t Tine. Do not dawdd?l
pursusd by over-snthusiastic Saxons.
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Flag Fen.
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